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Former mayor garners Pioneer award 
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After being called a mayor, a leader and an effective negotiator, Ken Fellman can now add the title of pioneer to the list. 

 

Ken Fellman, a former Arvada mayor and a longtime community volunteer, was recently recognized with the Pioneer Award. The award, given by the 

Arvada Chamber of Commerce, recognizes those who make a major impact on the city. The Pioneer Award is not given each year. Fellman is only the 

sixth person to receive the award. 

 

Community members said Fellman is deeply committed to the city through his 

work in politics and volunteerism.  

 

"He's an incredible supporter of the city. He has a very busy schedule, but if you 

call and say you're doing something for Arvada, he's there," said Dawn Engle, 

co-founder of PeaceJam. 

Engle said Fellman was instrumental in helping keep the PeaceJam program in 

Arvada. The program, which teaches students about conflict resolution by 

introducing them to Nobel Peace Prize laureates, moved to a new Arvada 

location last year. Citing budget restrictions, the program had planned to move 

from the city, but Engle said Fellman was among those who helped negotiate a 

new lease to keep the program "where it belonged." 

 

"I believe so strongly in that organization," Fellman said. 

 

Fellman has served as a leader on many major city projects. He was Arvada's 

mayor from 1999 to 2007 and was a member of City Council from 1993-1999. 

He has also served on the North Jeffco Foundation Board, the Arvada Planning 

Commission, the Board of the Arvada Chamber of Commerce, the Arvada 

Council for the Arts and Humanities and the Arvada Planning Commission.  

 

He currently serves the community through his work with the Arvada Community 

Food Bank, where he served as co-chair of the food bank's capital campaign. 

The fundraiser brought in more than $400,000 to make improvements on the expanded food bank. 

 

He is also a member of the Kiwanis Club and a board member of the Lutheran Medical Center Foundation. 

Fellman said it is gratifying to see major projects such as Olde Town's revitalization from start to finish. 

 

"I can't take credit for specific changes, but I am pleased to be part of them," he said. 

 

During his time as mayor, for example, he and city council members worked together to revitalize Olde Town Arvada, expand the Arvada Center, build 

the Olde Town library and kick-start the Wadsworth and Grandview grade separation to improve traffic flow through the city. 

 

Larry Harte, mayor of Glendale, said Fellman leads by example. 

 

Fellman served as Harte's "mayor mentor" to him during his first year as mayor of Glendale. 

"He taught me a lot about working together as a region," he said. "He also taught me about prioritizing and following your passions as a leader." 
 
As his day job, Fellman is a partner of Kissinger & Fellman. He is also an adjunct professor, teaching telecommunications law and policy, at the 
University of Colorado Law School. 
 

 

Photo by CHARLOTTE COWIE-BOZNER  

Former Arvada Mayor, Ken Fellman, has been honored with the Pioneer 
Award for his commendable service to the city. He fought for the building 
of the new library in Olde Town Arvada as well as for the overpass at 
Wadsworth and Grandview. Fellman has been a champion for reviving 
Olde Town, and has spent years fighting for its improvement 


